
Reading in the Early Years at Shield Row Primary School 

 

One of the core priorities of our school is to encourage reading for pleasure. Each half term, in Nursery and 

Reception, we have chosen five books for the children to listen to, engage with, discuss, retell and enjoy. 

In Nursery the books have strong rhyme or repeated refrains, repeated patterns, familiar authors and a 

wide range of vocabulary. This continues into Reception, where some of the authors introduced in Nursery 

are then picked up again. The children in Reception are exposed to different types of stories; traditional 

tales, books with repeated refrains/rhyme, books linked to diversity, well-being and PSHE themes as well as 

a number of books that we believe the children just need to be introduced to. Across their two year journey 

in our Early Years, the children will be familiar with and know, 60 high quality texts. By providing the 

children with a wide range of books, varied in genre and style, we hope to embed the skills required to 

broaden depth in speech and language whilst also enhancing an understanding of story patterns and 

sequential narrative. 
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